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Descriptive Summary 
 Creator: Howard, William Eager, 1877-1948 
 Title: William E. Howard Papers 
 Dates: 1910-1947 
 
Creator 
Abstract: 
A native of San Antonio, Texas, Dr. William Eager Howard (1877-
1948) practiced medicine in San Antonio and Dallas. An avid collector 
of books and manuscripts related to Texas and Mexico, Howard donated 
portions of his collection to several institutions in Texas, including the 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library. 
 
Content 
Abstract: 
Consisting of a small body of professional and personal material, the 
William E. Howard papers document some of the highlights of his 
career as a physician and his avocation as a historical researcher and 
collector. 
 Identification: Col 5190 
 Extent: 1.29 linear feet (1 document box, 1 oversize box) 
 Language: Materials are in English. 
 Repository: DRT Collection at Texas A&M University-San Antonio 
 
Biographical Note 
William Eager Howard was born in San Antonio, Texas, in 1877, the son of Dr. Henry 
Peyton Howard (1829-1913) and Lucy Evelyn "Lee" Weir (1842-1929). Following his 
father into the medical profession, William graduated from the University of Texas 
Department of Medicine in Galveston (now the University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston) in 1897 and began his practice in San Antonio. A noted eye, ear, nose, and 
throat specialist and eye surgeon, Dr. Howard settled in Dallas, where he practiced until his 
retirement in 1942. 
Also like his father, a Mexican War and Civil War veteran, Dr. Howard served in the 
military, participating in the Spanish-American War in Cuba. He also traveled throughout 
Latin America and once represented the United States at a medical meeting in Mexico City 
at the request of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Dr. Howard’s family ties to Texas inspired his interest in the state’s history, and he 
developed an extensive collection of books, documents, and autographs related to Texas 
and Mexico. Toward the end of his life, he donated portions of his collection to several 
institutions in Texas. His donation of over 2,000 Texana items to the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas Library became the core of its collection; the Library was established in 
1945 in part to house his materials.  
Dr. Howard married Augusta T. Muller (1878-1946) in Galveston, Texas, on 1900 May 6. 
The couple had two children: Catherine Lee, who married Loughton Thayer Smith, and 
Harold P. Dr. Howard died in Dallas on 1948 February 21. 
References 
Campbell, Camilla Boykin. "William Eager Howard - A Short Biography." San Antonio: 
Carleton Printing, 1961. 
William E. Howard biographical file, DRT Collection at Texas A&M University-San 
Antonio. 
Utterback, Martha D. "William Eager Howard." Handbook of Texas Online. 
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fho94. 
Utterback, Martha D. "Henry Peyton Howard." Handbook of Texas Online. 
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fhoay. 
 
Scope and Content Note 
Consisting of a small body of professional and personal material, the William E. Howard 
papers document some of the highlights of his career as a physician and his avocation as a 
historical researcher and collector. 
Howard’s correspondence is a mix of letters concerning professional organizations and 
activities and letters exchanged with historians and book and document dealers. A number 
of letters were received in connection with pamphlets published by Howard.  
A small body of pages removed from a scrapbook contains additional letters, clippings, and 
printed items associated with Howard’s activities. Other clippings in the papers are on 
more general topics. One of Howard’s publications, a calendar of his Texana collection, is 
part of the papers in manuscript and printed galley form, each displaying corrections and 
annotations. A few transcripts of historical documents and some notes and printed items 
are also in the papers.  
Another source on Howard’s extensive book and document collection is found in three 
bound volumes containing copies of forms that describe items he submitted to the Texas 
Centennial exposition for exhibit in Dallas in 1936. The forms include a brief description 
of each item, including its date and information on its condition. Many of the items were 
later included in Howard’s donation to the DRT Library. 
 
Restrictions 
Access Restrictions 
No restrictions. The collection is open for research. 
Usage Restrictions 
Please be advised that the library does not hold the copyright to most of the material in 
its archival collections. It is the responsibility of the researcher to secure those rights 
when needed. Permission to reproduce does not constitute permission to publish. The 
researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming to the laws of copyright, literary 
property rights, and libel. 
 
   
Index Terms 
  
 Personal Names 
  Howard, William Eager, 1877-1948.  
 Subjects 
  Book collectors--Texas. 
  Manuscripts--Collections--Texas. 
  Manuscripts--Collectors and collecting--Texas.  
  Physicians--Texas. 
 Genres/Formats 
  Personal papers. 
  Professional papers. 
  Artifacts. 
  Clippings. 
  Correspondence. 
  Financial records. 
  Inventories. 
  Manuscripts. 
 
 
 
Related Material 
 
The items that make up the William E. Howard book and document collection in the DRT 
Library are described elsewhere. Books and periodicals are described individually in the 
Library's online catalog. The majority of documents and manuscripts are included in the 
Documents Collection and appear in the itemized inventory of that collection. Other 
manuscripts donated by Dr. Howard are part of separate collections, notably the James T. 
DeShields Papers. The papers of his father's brother George Thomas Howard (1814-1866) 
were also possibly part of Dr. Howard's donation, although no documentation stating this 
directly has been found.  
William E. Howard Papers, 1826 (1830-1853, 1930-1936) 1945, Dolph Briscoe Center for 
American History, The University of Texas at Austin.  
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Detailed Description of the Collection 
              
William E. Howard Papers, 1910-1947 
Box Folder             
1   Correspondence, 1910-1947 and undated 
 1   1910-1934 
 2   1935-1939 
 3   1940-1944 
 4   1945-1947 and undated 
 5  Scrapbook pages  
 6  Clippings  
 7-8  Publication: "Calendar of the Howard Collection of Texana: A Collector’s Item," manuscript and galleys  
 9  Historical research material  
 10  Memorabilia  
   Inventories: items submitted to the Texas Centennial Central Exposition for exhibit, 3 volumes  
   Financial notes, 1 volume, 1929-1938 
Box Folder             
Oversize 
1 
  Plaque: Texas Centennial Exposition, Historical Contest  
 
